Glomerular disease in the tropics.
Glomerular disease in the tropics differs considerably from that in temperate climates and between the developed and the developing world. The prevalence and pattern of glomerular disease in the tropics in turn varies widely in different geographic regions and is influenced by environmental, nutritional, and socioeconomic factors. Among the infective agents that have been identified as contributing to an increased prevalence of glomerular disease in the tropics are Plasmodium malaria, Schistsomiasis mansoni, Mycobacterium leprosy, and hepatitis B virus (HBV). A decline in the prevalence can only be expected with the eradication of infections. Accurate knowledge of the prevalence, histologic features, and causes is essential to achieve prevention and management of glomerular diseases in the tropics.